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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 2108 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: SY LE MOPS PLO PEPR 

SUBJ: COMMENTS OF PRO-SYRIAN BA'ATH PARTY LEADER ASIM QANSUH 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF ON APRIL 13, THE HEAD OF THE PRO- 
SYRIAN BA'ATH PARTY OF LEBANON, ASIM QANSUH, SAID THAT THE 
FIGHTING IN AYN AR-RUMANNAH HAD INTENSIFIED BETWEEN 10:30 AND 
12:30 HOURS ON APRIL 13 BECAUSE PHALANGE MILITIA HAD TRIED TO 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF LULL AND MOVE THEIR FIGHTERS UP CLOSER TO SYRIAN 
FORCES. SYRIANS HAD FIRED TO DRIVE PHALANGE BACK. HE SAID THAT 
SINCE APRIL 9, SEVEN SYRIAN SOLDIERS HAD BEEN KILLED AND 45 
WOUNDED, AS WELL AS 40 CHRISTIANS KILLED AND AT LEAST 150 WOUNDED. 
(COMMENT: OTHER RELIABLE SOURCES SAY SYRIANS ADMIT TO 19 KILLED 
AS OF APRIL 12.) 

2. CONTRARY TO MOST SPECULATION, QANSUH CONTINUED. THE FIGHTING 
HAD MADE THE SYRIANS MORE RATHER THAN LESS DETERMINED TO KEEP 
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THEIR ARMY IN LEBANON. PRIDE WAS NOW INVOLVED; SARG COULD NOT 
WITHDRAW ITS ARMY AS IF IT WERE BEING DRIVEN OUT. 

3. QANSUH SAID THE LATEST AYN AR-RUMANNAH/SHIYAH AFFAIR HAD 
STARTED OVER A FIST FIGHT ON APRIL 9 BETWEEN TWO CHRISTIAN 
RESIDENTS OF AYN AR-RUMANNAH AND A MUSLIM RESIDENT OF SHI YAH IN 
FRONT OF LEBANON MOVIE THEATER ON THE OLD SAIDA ROAD. AS A 
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RESULT OF THIS ALTERCATION, BOTH SIDES WENT AND GOT FRIENDS WITH 
GUNS, AND THE SHOOTING STARTED. (COMMENT: THIS, THE SYRIAN 
VERSION, IS ONLY ONE OF MANY ON HOW THE FIGHTING STARTED. END 
COMMENT.) 

4. THE SUDANESE ADF SOLDIERS HAD BEEN UNABLE TO CONTROL THE 
SITUATION, SO SYRIAN SOLDIERS WERE FORCED TO INTERVENE. WHEN 
THEY DID SO, THEY WERE UNDER STRICT INSTRUCTIONS TO TREAT BOTH 
SIDES EQUITABLY. THE SYRIANS HAD FIRED ON BOTH ARMED MUSLIMS 
AND CHRISTIANS. SYRIANS HAD THEN DEPLOYED SOLDIERS TO OCCUPY 
POSITIONS ALONG BOTH SIDES OF THE CONFRONTATION LINE. THE 
FIGHTERS IN SHIYAH STOPPED FIRING AND ALLOWED THE SYRIANS TO 
TAKE UP POSITIONS. THE CHRISTIANS, HOWEVER, CONTINUED TO SHOOT, 

AND THE INCIDENT TURNED INTO A BATTLE BETWEEN SYRIANS AND 
CHRISTIANS IN AYN AR-RUMANNAH. 

5. QANSUH SAID THAT THE BA'ATH PARTY AND THE SYRIAN ARMY HAD 
MADE IT VERY CLEAR TO THE LEBANESE LEFTISTS AND PALESTINIANS IN 
SHIYAH THAT THEY WERE NOT TO FIRE ON THE CHRISTIANS. THE SYRIANS 
HAD WARNED THAT THEY WOULD SHOOT ANY LEFTISTS OR PALESTINIANS 
WHO DID. 

6. QANSUH SAID THAT HE WAS IN CONSTANT TOUCH WITH THE SYRIAN 
COLONEL COMMANDING THE SYRIAN FORCES ON THE SCENE, AND HE WAS 
URGING HIM STRONGLY TO REACT WITH RESTRAINT AND NOT TO RESPOND 
TO MINOR HARASSMENT. QANSUH APPEALED TO THE "AMERICANS" TO GET 
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IN TOUCH WITH THE LEBANESE FRONT AND URGE SIMILAR RESTRAINT. 

7. QANSUH NOTED THAT HE BELIEVED DANY CHAMOUN WAS DOING HIS BEST 
TO TRY TO KEEP THE SITUATION UNDER CONTROL, BUT THAT HE COULD 
NOT CONTROL THE NLP FIGHTERS IN THE AREA. (QANSUH DID NOT MAKE 
ANY REFERENCE TO BACHIR GEMAYEL.) 

8. QANSUH SAID HE BELIEVED THAT WITHIN THE NEXT 24 HOURS AN 
ARRANGEMENT WOULD BE WORKED OUT TO CONTAIN THIS INCIDENT. HE 
SAID THE SYRIANS REALIZED THAT THEY HAD TO PAY SOME DEFERENCE 
TO LEBANESE FRONT'S SENSIBILITIES. THE ADF WOULD, FOR EXAMPLE, 

NOT TRY TO POST SYRIAN TROOPS IN AYN AR-RUMANNAH PERMANENTLY, BUT 
WOULD SEND SUDANESE TROOPS BACK IN AFTER THE FIGHTING WAS OVER. 

9. QANSUH SAID HE HAD MET THE EVENING OF APRIL 12 WITH YASIR 
ARAFAT. THE LATTER HAD INDICATED HE HAD NO INTEREST IN PROVOKING 
A LEBANESE CIVIL WAR. QANSUH COMMENTED THAT HE BELIEVED THIS 
WAS TRUE, BUT THAT LEBANESE LEFTISTS WOULD HAVE AN INTEREST IN 
RENEWED CIVIL WAR, BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN THE BIG LOSERS IN THE 
1975/76 CONFLICT. 

10. QANSUH CLAIMED THAT THE SYRIAN SOCIAL NATIONAL PARTY (COMMON- 
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LY REFERRED TO AS THE PPS) WAS VERY HAPPY TO SEE THE CHRISTIANS 
BEING POUNDED BY THE SYRIANS. QANSUH COMMENTED THAT THIS WAS A 
MANIFESTATION OF A CHARACTERISTIC SHARED BY ALL LEBANESE POLL 
TICAL GROUPS, MUSLIM AND CHRISTIAN, FROM THE FAR LEFT TO THE 
FAR RIGHT: "NO NATIONAL SPIRIT." IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, NONE 
WAS WILLING TO PLACE NATIONAL ABOVE PAROCHIAL INTERESTS. 
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